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TO:

Next Step Faculty, Program Coordinators, and Staff




FROM:
Nancy Duchessi, Director, New York Next Step Program



Joe Joyce, Director, New England Next Step Program

RE:

Faculty Institute 2007: The Power of Us
Date:

March, 2007
We are pleased to invite you to this year’s Faculty Institute 2007: The Power of Us, which will be held at The Conference Center at Marlborough, Marlborough, Massachusetts, June 4-6, 2007.

This year’s Institute marks the milestone of having implemented major curriculum redesign changes and moved forward with curriculum integration projects. 

The Institute will open with lunch on Monday, June 4, and close with a box lunch on Wednesday, June 6. An Institute raffle will precede Wednesday’s adjournment. The format of this year’s Institute mirrors that of last year: curriculum meetings and workshops. Those of you who must arrive on Sunday or early Monday may take advantage of the pre-Institute workshops scheduled Monday morning. NOTE:  The Monday morning workshops also are offered at other times during the Institute.

As in prior years, the Program’s web site, www.nspinfo.com, has a draft Institute overview agenda, registration form, directions, and workshop descriptions. Please check the site for periodic updates on the agenda and workshops. As usual, we ask that you register as soon as possible (see Accommodations below).  

Workshops, Laptops, and Calculators
 By now, most of you are familiar with the drill: each of you should select the workshops you want, making sure to select no more than one per time block. We will enroll registrants in workshops based on “first-come, first-served.” We may cancel workshops which have low enrollment. Your registration packet will include the final workshop schedule and the registrant list.  Please make sure to check for changes. 

We urge you to bring your laptop computers to the Institute. As always, you need the laptops to take part in Blackboard training sessions and in many of the other workshops. To increase the workshop effectiveness you should make sure before you go to any workshop that:  1) you can access the Internet through a network connection, and 2) you have an active Blackboard account. If this is not the case, bring your laptop to a scheduled Technical Help session at the Institute before you attend a Blackboard workshop session or other session requiring a laptop. Workshop session time will not be used to correct laptop problems. We have said this for past Institutes, but, in response to numerous complaints about lost workshop time, this year we will enforce it.  Any individual attending a Blackboard or other workshop who has laptop problems will be directed out of the session and to Tech Help.
Math and Electrical faculty planning to attend the TI84 calculator workshops also must bring their calculators and accompanying computer cable connector.
Accommodations

As usual, the Program pays for the room charge, meals at the Institute, and related taxes. Hotel charges beyond those noted here are your responsibility. No spouses or children are allowed at the Institute. The Conference Center needs a 30-day notice for room cancellations. As a result, we are all required to provide charge card information on the registration form. We will not accept your registration without this information. If you cancel your room after May 3, you may be charged for ALL canceled nights ($157/night).  

The Faculty Institute has a limited number of rooms for Sunday night. Please, unless you are traveling a significant distance, do NOT book a room for Sunday night, June 3. Plan to arrive at the Conference Center on Monday morning. We need your help with this. As the Faculty Institute continues to grow, we want to have as many of you there as possible while we continue to control costs. We appreciate your efforts to help us. Note: The Conference Center opens at
4:00 PM on Sunday, with dinner served 6:00 PM – 7:30 PM.  

Registration Form

**** Please complete the Registration Form and submit it AS SOON AS POSSIBLE, but no later than Monday, April 23, 2007**** 

New England participants should submit the form to Cheryl Gosselin

FAX: (413) 755-6325; Phone (in New England): (800) 238-5455

Email:  cgosselin@stcc.edu
New York participants should submit the form to Amanda Miccio

FAX: (518) 629-7543; Phone: (800) 883-2220, option 1
Email:  miccaman@nspinfo.com

Logistics

Please have your workshop and presentation materials prepared and duplicated before the Institute. The Conference Center has limited copying services. 

We look forward to seeing you at Marlborough in June for Faculty Institute 2007: The Power of Us, which will afford us all the opportunity to continue to strengthen the richness of this unique community of learning called Next Step. See you in June!

Attachments:

Institute Overview Agenda 

Registration Form

Workshop Descriptions
A Cooperative Educational Program
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